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Teacher Resources.
Interview Topics Worksheet

Activity 5C

Working with a partner, write a list of questions you could ask to learn about each item
listed below.  These items are related to:

• how people who are part of your personal history, or the history of the person you
chose, lived and worked;

• what important events had an impact on their lives;

• how they reacted to those events.

Follow the directions of your teacher for making a class list of questions.  Each student
must copy the class list of questions onto his or her own paper.

A. Geography

1. Where the person lived at different times in his/her life:

2. What impact region, climate and physical geography had on the person:

3. Any moves the person made, or the reasons for moving:

4. Travel, with details about reasons for travel and types of transportation used:

B. Daily Life

1. What life was like when the person was your age:

2. What kinds of work he or she has done:

3. Favorite foods and people or places associated with foods:

4.  Pets, activities, hobbies, etc.:
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C.  Education and Special Training

1. What schooling was like, including special lessons outside of school:

2. Favorite teachers, coaches or other individuals:

D. Possessions/Artifacts

1. Special possessions or artifacts that recall people, places or events, and their
importance to the person:

E.  Historic Events and Changes in Technology

1. Important historic events and their effects on the person:

2. Inventions or changes in technology, and how these affected the person’s life:

F.  Family Lore

1. Funny family stories, important celebrations or events the person might want to
share.

G.  Other Questions I Might Ask
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Extension Activity.

Creating a “Somebody Museum”
This sheet may be copied and distributed to students to guide them in creating a

museum of artifacts representing their life history, or the history of the person they
selected.

You have created and presented an oral history.  To help share life stories with others,
your class is going to create a “Somebody Museum” using the artifacts and memory cues
from your oral histories.

You need to collect artifacts and prepare them for display.  Create index card labels for
your artifacts.  Each label should identify:

• what the object is

• where it came from

• who owns it now

• whether it is the original object or a reproduction

• why it is important in your life or in the life of the person you selected

Work with your classmates to decide how the museum will be laid out so that everyone
has the right kind and amount of space to display their materials.

Display your cards and artifacts in an interesting manner so that visitors to the
“Somebody Museum” learn important information about all the people whose oral histories
you and your classmates presented.
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Metacognitive Feedback
It is important to think back over this whole task to see what you have learned.

1.  Look back through your task booklet to find an activity you enjoyed.  What made it
enjoyable for you?

2.  Find an activity in which you showed you could cooperate effectively with someone
else.  What did you do that showed good cooperation?

3.  Describe an activity that was challenging for you.  Why was it challenging?  How did
you plan your work so that you could be successful in that activity?

4.  If you were going to change one activity so it would help students learn better, which
activity would you pick, and what would you do differently?

5.  What do you understand now that you didn’t understand before doing this task?

6.  What have you learned in this task that might help you in the future in school?  What
might help you in your life outside of school or when you are an adult?
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Activity 1:  Exemplary Response — Resource
Work with your teacher and your classmates to list below the different methods, and the

advantages and disadvantages of each method.  One is done for you, as an example.

Method Disadvantages Advantages

History book 1.  Written from author’s 1.  Many copies can be produced
point of view
2.  Reader needs to be able to 2.  Can last many generations
understand the written language
3.  Can be destroyed by fire 3.  Can be reread many times

Newspapers 1.  Might reflect only the point of 1.  Can sometimes read several
the author and publisher different versions of the event
2.  Reports only some types of
events

Radio 1.  Depends on listening skills 1.  Easily accessed by many
people.

2.  Is fast-paced and can’t be 2.  Can be taped and reviewed
adjusted to needs of listener

Television 1.  Content sometimes controlled 1.  Both audio and visual format
by advertising — limited
2.  Can’t watch without electricity 2.  Can be recorded and

rewatched
3.  Initial purchase is expensive 3.  Can compare several
4.  News is “up to the minute” for accounts
current history, selective in
representation of the past
5.  Much represented is not the
norm, or facts are altered for
public appeal

Magazines 1.  Usually produced for target 1.  Wide number of types to
audience — selective representation compare
2.  Requires education or subject 2.  Some contain feedback/
knowledge to read & understand. reflection from readers
3.  Can burn or decay 3.  Can be stored and preserved

4.  Both pictures and text

Personal 1.  Can reflect viewers’ perspectives 1.  Can provide eyewitness ac
(Oral history) counts

2.  Can be biased 2.  Sometimes rich in detail
3.  Subject to revision over time 3.  Provides personal perspective
4.  Can be lost if not actively 4.  Can provide specific data on
preserved details sometimes considered too

small or unimportant for larger
sources
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Method Disadvantages Advantages

Artwork 1.  Can deteriorate 1.  Visual representation of cul-
ture and events

2.  Subject to interpretation 3.  Reflects artist’s perspective

Music 1.  Can be lost if not recorded or 1.  Easy to remember and
preserved in some way transmit
2.  Subject to interpretation and 2.  Content contains cultural
revision clues


